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to keep the Turks at a safe distance from the Canal
Some of the protests could hardly have been seriously'
made, and those who made them looked foolish in
the course of the next few days. A passing vessel was
peppered unmercifully by enemy rifle fire from the
bank, and had not the bridge been screened by a
rampart of sandbags the occupants would have been
killed outright. The incident showed how wise the
Defence had been to force protection upon com-
mercial shipping. It was absurd to take risks. If
a pilot was disabled, inevitably his .charge would run
aground and block the channel for an indefinite
period. Encouraged by this success, both before and
after the attack on the Canal, the Turks grew adept in
stealing down to the water's edge and sniping at
passing shipping.
The Defence could not be expected to keep every
scout away from the CanaL Since the repulse of the
Turkish forces on the 3rd February, British dispositions
had undergone no change, and the tendency to con-
centrate troops in sectors which appeared to be more
exposed to attack than others had increased. It was
a simple matter in these conditions for two or three
adventurous Turks to evade the vigilance of patrols,
now reduced in number and strength. Nothing, in
fact, short of posting a chain of sentries, extending
from one extremity of the Canal to the other, would
prevent this manoeuvre of the enemy. But to maintain
day and night such a line was beyond the power of
the Defence, unless it sacrificed all other considerations
to the object. That sacrifice the Command declined
to make; the more so since in its judgement the
proper method of meeting the sniping danger was to
provide adequate protection to the pilot and the
officers of shipping passing through the CanaL There
is reason to believe that the Company did not share
the military view : and the difference of opinion was

